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New Redeemer Phone System 
Gets Mixed Reactions 


Ed Bosveld 


Recently the Redeemer College 
telephone system was modified in 
order to allow campus residents to 
make direct long-distance calls. A 
computer is in place which keeps 
track of outgoing calls and which 
dorm they originate from. 

Unfortunately, the computer is 
unable to distinguish between 
different types of outgoing calls, and 
thus students will be billed for 
collect calls also. If students make a 
collect call, they must show proof of 
it(i.e. a bill from Bell Telephone) and 
they will not be charged by the 
College. 

The system is only experimental, 
and will be used until April, when 
the College will revert to the 
previous system. 

Student reactions to the system 
have not been overly positive. The 
Crown contacted about two dozen 
people and acked their opinion of 
the new system. Of those 
questioned, only four stated that 
they actually liked it. 

The majority of opinions 
consisted of phrases like "I don’t like 
it", "I hate it", "Down with the phone 
system", and worse. These state- 
ments came from many people who 
admitted that they had formerly 
advocated a new telephone system 
for the college. The main problem 
with the system seems to be the 
computer’s failure to recognize 
collect calls, according to most 
students. 

Dean of Students Cor Kors 
agreed that student enthusiasm for 
the new system was not excessively 
high. 

Kors mentioned that he had 

been surprised by another reason for 
the negative reaction. Apparently, 
many students had abused the Bell 
system by making a very short 
collect call home in order to have 
their family call them back at the 
cheaper direct-dial rates. Thus, 
many students did not worry about 
their family having to foot a costly 
collect-call bill, since lengthy collect 
calls were avoided. 

The new system allows the 
student to call the family direct, and 
there really is no cost saving for 
those who had previously abused 
the system; however, the cost does 
transfer to the student, whereas 
previously the family would have 
received the bill. 

Kors pointed out that the 
primary reason for the installation 
of the new system was to save the 
students money; however, he had 
not realized that some students were 
already avoiding costly collect-call 
charges. The Dean showed his 
disappointment in the students’ 
actions in what he termed an 


"ethical issue". 

When the college goes back to 
the old system in April, there will be 
an evaluation of the experimental 
system. Kors said that probably a 
student referendum will be held to 
decide on whether to install the 
system permanently. He pointed 
out that the ability to call direct long 
distance is a major advantage, and 
one that students have been 
pressing for for some time now. 

Most students questioned 

tended to agree that this is an 
important feature, but expressed 
their unhappiness with the billing 
for collect calls. 
Unless student opinion changes 
rather radically by April, things 
don’t look too promising for 
Redeemer’s new telephone system. 
Many students seem to feel that the 
disadvantages of the set-up 
outweigh the advantages. 

However, it should not be 
ignored that the student body has 
requested a change in the system for 
years; here it is. Though it is not an 
entirely satisfactory change for 
everyone, the ability to directly dial 
long-distance calls‘is definitely an 
asset. 

As the ever-quotable Al Korve- 
maker pointed out, this system does 
give new meaning to the expression, 
"Don't call us, we'll call you". 


Deficit Bigger Than Planned 


_ Ross Taylor 


Redeemer College faces a deficit 
greater than its projected deficit, 
according to the most recent 
publication of Reflections. In 
addition to the planned $ 553,000 
deficit reported in the Sept. 23 
Crown, there is also a $ 290,000 
deficit. 

President DeBolster in his 
Reflections article maintains that the 
unanticipated deficit is the result of 
an increase in interest rates and a 
low student/faculty ratio. The 
deficit for this year would have been 


$ 953,000 but is only $ 843,000 


because the faculty and staff have, 
in Pres. DeBolster’s words, 
"generously provided more than 
$110,000 in donations and budget 
cutbacks." 
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Hommage a 
Sengegih 


Margaret Van Dyke 


When I asked Prof. Morbey to 
comment on her involvement with 
the new art exhibition at Redeemer 
College, she exclaimed, "I feel like 
the coach of a Dutch soccer team!" 
Months of preparation have gone 
into the Krijger exhibition under 
Morbey’s leadership with guest 
curate Jan de Bree, and it will show 
almost all of Senggih’s work created 
in North America. (Senggih was 
Krijger’s pseudonym.) The Dutch 
artist struggled to make art within 
the confines of his Dutch 
"Gereformeerde” milieu by using a 
modern expressionistic art form. 
When Henk Krijger (1914-1979) 
came to North America, he was 
active with the Patmos organization 
in Toronto which promoted 
Christian excellence in the visual 
arts and tried to gain the support of 
the Christian community. Although 
Patmos has long since dissolved, its 
spirit lives on in the exhibition, 
‘Hommage a S5enggin: a retro- 
spective of Henk Krijger in North 
America" which could only have 
come into existence through the 
combined efforts of members of the 
broader Christian community who 
supported Krijger both spiritually 


The CROWN is funded by 
advertisements and the 
student fees of the Redeemer 
College Student Senate. 


Inquires to place 
advertisements are welcome 
at 648-2134 Ext. 246. 


Prof. Morbey is excited about the 
exhibition because Krijger’s concern 
with the relationship between faith 
and art is also the question that we 
deal with at Redeemer College. 

The exhibition opens on January 
20, 1989 with an opening address by 
Calvin Seerveld in the cafeteria 
followed by a reception in the art 
gallery upstairs. All Redeemer 
students are invited to attend! 

Krijger’s works will stay at 
Redeemer until March 10. 


and materially. 


Enrolment Drops 
Michael John Kooy 


several former business students are 
only some of the twenty odd 
students leaving Redeemer College 
after the first semester. Those 
quitting the business program say it 
is because of Redeemer’s lack of 
academic recognition that they will 
not return for the second semester. 

‘’m not knocking the Business 
Program", says one of the business 
students, Mike Schut, when 
interviewed in December, "but if 
someone asks me what the Business 
Program at Redeemer is like, I'll ask 
them what they want to go for. If 
they say ‘C.A.”, ITl say ‘Hey, watch 
out.” 

As it now stands, four years of 
study at Redeemer College does not 
qualify the student to write the C.A. 
(Chartered Accountant) exam or 
even the C.M.A. (Certified Manage- 
ment Accountant) exam. 

Redeemer is, however, affiliated 
with the administerers of the lowest 
accounting degree in the field, the 
C.G.A. (Certified General Accoun- 
tant). The greatest difference 
between this degree and the full 
C.A. degree is the right to audit, 
given only to fully certified 
accountants. 

Although Redeemer College is 


attempting to obtain recognition 


from the Chartered Accountant 
(C.A.) and the Certified Manage- 
ment Acccountants (C.M.A.), little 
headway has been made. 

According to Dean Kors, 
recognition from these bodies will 
only come if the Ontario govern- 
ment grants this college a full liberal . 
arts degree-granting charter. 

Some concern has been 
expressed that this limitation of the 
Business Program had been 
minimized or even glossed over in 
the past. It is feared that some 
incoming students do not know that 
Redeemer College accounting credits 
are useful in pursuing only the 
Certified General Accountant 
diploma and are not recognized by 
the Chartered Accountants. 

Dean Kors says that no one is 
being misled at the present time. 

The majority of the remainder of 
the 20 students are discontinuing 
their studies at Redeemer because of 
academic difficulty, the desire to 
work, or because they have 
completed their program. The 
number of departing students is not 
higher, in proportion, to the number 
in other universities; in fact, two 
years ago at this time, 29 students 
also decided not to return. 

Nevertheless, there are only five 
new students this second semester, 
down five from last year. 


Editorial 
The Role of The Crown 


Ross Taylor 


What is the role of a newspaper? 
What is the role of a paper in God’s 
creation, in a fallen world and ina 
world that Jesus died for? What is 
the role of a student newspaper at 
Redeemer College? 

Over the last few months some 
of these questions have been raised 
by our work and by others in 
regards to our work. 

One of the roles of a student 
paper is to provide a forum where 
students can learn to exercise and 
develop their gifts. The group of 
students who put together the 
Crown this year have all worked 
hard at different tasks. 

Reporters spend anywhere from 
two to ten hours working on each 
article. The typist spends about 
three hours an issue, the copy editor 
about the same and the work on the 
computer for the layout editor is 
about ten hours. After all that 
work, the paper is manually laid 
out; that is about a ten-hour job. 

Each ad that appears in the 
paper requires roughly about two 
hours of work. It includes a trip to 
the business, invoicing, setting up 
the copy of the ad, and commun- 
icating that information to layout 
personal. 

Most of the people involved in 
the paper this year are new to the 
job or, with the new format, have 
found that their jobs are remarkably 
different. 

We do not do a perfect job. We 
do not always have the time, the 
organization, the money, or the 
expertise to do the job we would 
like to. 

But, just as we have taken steps 
forward within the tradition of 
journalism established by former 
newspaper staffs, others will take 
steps in the years to come. 

We had actually planned to 
become ’perfect’ by the middle of 
October but we now realize that it 
will take a little longer than 
originally expected. I know that 
from the editor’s perspective the 
staff of this newspaper have worked 
long and hard and I am truly 
thankful. 

The purpose of a newspaper is to 
offer information and analysis and 
to provide an arena for discussion of 
issues. A newspaper can also be a 
source of entertainment. It is a form 
through which attitudes are 
expressed and a medium through 
which they are shaped. It reports 
on events. and it also makes news by 
raising issues not raised at other 
levels. 

A newspaper has no Official 
status of governing authority but it 
does have influence. A newspaper 
is a check and balance on governing 
bodies when it examines issues and 
policies and finds out if the ‘party 
line’ is really the truth. 


In a fallen world there is a 


danger that the media will misuse 
its power. It may be insensitive to 
the way in which decisions are 
made and insensitive to how the 
public may perceive the information 
that it presents to them. 

The media is necessary in a 
fallen world. People in authority 
throughout history have often 
misused their positions of power 
and will often hide information that 
makes them look bad. Decisions of 
leaders need to be questioned 
thoroughly and information that 
relates to public issues needs to be 
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released to the public. To raise 
issues publically is to prevent errors 
from being repeated. 

A paper also has another 
purpose. It is a forum for praising 
excellence and for pointing out 
direction for finding solutions. 

It is not enough to complain and 
criticize; constructive criticism is 
necessary, complaints need to be 
eliminated. We need to be that 
forum, where people can express 
satisfaction or dissatisfaction with 
the policies of Administrative 
Council or with the work of 
professors. We need to have our 
attitude about that expression 
changed; we are not the Inquisition. 


Part 2 


Most of the complaints we have 
received this year have been in 
regards to our proofreading. As we 
have become more experienced in 
training our eyes to catch our own 
mistakes we have improved. The 
articles that we are able to spend the 
time on are usually error-free. 

Lorrainne Elison has given us 
more time on the laser printer in the 
General Office to print hard copies 
(for proof-reading), but ideally we 
need our own equipment with 
unlimited access. A lot of mistakes 
are caught later on but we can not 
fix them because we cannot get 
back to the laser printer. We have 
also learned that in transferring 
articles from one computer system 
to another we often miss proof- 
reading articles altogether. 

Others have expressed concerns 
about the focus of our articles. One 
editor who applied for the job last 
year mentioned the secretive 
mentality within this College. We 
have had employees of the College 
say that we should not cover certain 
articles and even a Board of 
Governors member has spoken with 
me about covering a certain issue. 

In the past, administration 
officials have hauled editors out of 
classrooms to pull articles or letters 
to the editor that do not reflect well 
on the College. A few years back 
one editor experienced the joy of 
being told that the paper could not 
print critical articles and these 
officials demanded that anonymous 
sources within these articles be 
identified. The editor refused and 
the paper was permitted to print 
critical articles but on condition that 
the paper not be circulated outside 
the College. 

We have not experienced this 
veto from administration officials 


that others have in the past. We are 
an independent student newspaper 
and administrative officials have no 
authority to veto items. That does 
not mean that we do not welcome 
feedback from the community of 
which we are a part but the 
responsibility for what is or is not 
printed belongs entirely to the 
newspaper staff. 

Matters which may arouse 


controversy are discussed with our | 


faculty advisor who presently has 
veto authority over the content of 
the paper. 

The publications committee has 
commissioned a rewriting of The 
Crown constitution so that the veto 
authority will rest with the Student 
Publication Committee. This 
committee consists of the editors of 
three student publications, a Student 
Senate representative and two 
faculty members. 

It is necessary to have a check on 
the paper but that should not rest 
with one person. The decision to 
veto something should originate 
from a consensus and should have 
student input. A veto should not 
originate out of a desire to squash 
criticism or hide mistakes and the 
system needs to be designed to 
prevent an inappropriate exercise of 
authority. 

Great care has been taken in the 
present constitution of the paper to 
prevent students from misusing 
their responsibility in the media but 
little has been done to put checks 
and balances in for administration 
officials. People under twenty-one 
are not the only people who act or 
react irresponsibly. 

We have not had anything 
vetoed this year. We have had 
people say that certain information 
we have published should not be in 
a student newspaper. 

My involvement in Student 
Council last year taught me that 
information regarding the policies 
and practices of this college 
provides students with an oppor- 
tunity to make informed decisions 
and judgements about the college. 
Apathy can be eliminated in some 
students when they see that they 
can bring change to Redeemer’s 
practices and policies. 

Over and over again this year 
students have said, "Thank you, it’s 
nice to know what is going on in 
this place." Rumours can be put to 
death if information is presented in 
a public forum. Some employees of 
the College are not always happy 
that policies and services are 
reviewed but our purpose is not to 
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condemn; our purpose is to provide 
information and point to possible 
solutions. We do not have the 
authority to bring change but we 
can present ideas. 

We have had articles this year 
that have been controversial. The 
male/female issue, for example, was 
one which brought both cheers and 
boos. The letters in question were 

not meant to be taken seriously and 
were for the most part so absurd 
that they couldn’t be. 

While "fun, light and less 
significant" letters or articles do 
occasionally appear in the paper 
that does not mean that we do not 
address serious issues or events at 
the College. 

Coverage of the college’s deficit 
problems was also necessary. The 
Crown staff had previous know- 
ledge of the Staff donation; 
professors told us that they couldn't 
photocopy sheets for handouts and 
that all the promised students 
hadn’t showed up. Students are 
better able to accomodate them- 
selves to changes when officials 
honestly state the position of the 
College rather than hide financial 
errors. 

Our coverage of events has not 
always been consistent and we have 
missed certain key events. The 
ideas have usually been suggested 
but we can not ask students to 
surrender their studies or important 
personal time for the journalistic 
ideal. Students, except for those 
involved in the technical jobs, are 
asked only to write if they have 
time. 

We are not--and probably never 
will be--perfect, but we have tried to 
have a teachable spirit. We have 
benefited enormously from input 
and feedback and we are thankful. 

For the next few issues you may 
expect some critical editorials. We 
will be addressing some of the 
persistent and unhealthy attitudes in 
this college. Please remember to 
hold The Crown staff up in prayer 
that we might do our job respon- 
sibly and that we might continue to 

learn in our work and our 
relationship with each other and 
within the student body. 


Letters to 
the Editor 


We welcome your letters. They may 
be mailed to our crown account on 
the College’s MicroVax computer or 
put under the door of Room 241B. 

Letters should be no longer than 
200 words, may be edited for brevity 
and clarity, and will be printed as 
Space permits. All letters must be 
signed. 

Submissions for the next issue 
are due Thursday, January 26. 


The Crown is the student newspaper 
of Redeemer College. 


Editor: Ross Taylor 
Assistant Editor: Michael John Kooy 
Staff Editors: 
Arts & Literature: Irene Bom 
Features: Ed Bosveld 
Regular Columns: David VanBelle 
Sports: Rob Janssens 
Layout: 
Computer Layout: Bill Fledderus 
Copy: Judy van Arragon 
Cartoonist: CarlJagt 
Typist: Helena Dryfhout 
Masthead design: Tim Bleeker 
Staff Advisor: Professor Wolters 
Advertising Manager: D. Bezuyen 


Impressions of a 


Priest 
Michael John Kooy 


Dr. Henri Nouwan. A thin, 
slouched priest in a baggy red 
sweater flitting and bending about 
the staging. He, in a warm pool of 
light, commanded our rapt 
attention, and we gave it to him. 

What made the day successful 
however, what he gave to his 
audience: a call to return to our first 
love. As our lives get increasingly 
busy we live the hurried life 
depicted in the side panels of the 
alter piece. We must learn to stop 
and take in the beauty of the centre 
piece - Christ. 

As he said in the evening, in 
between our coming and going, 
simply to "dwell". 

There was certainly the feeling of 
this meditating when Dr. Nowan led 
us in the Latin song, "Ubi caritus et 
amor Dues ibi est." - a flowing but 
intense spiritual tune. 

Equally spiritual tesimony of the 
members of the L’Arche community. 

Several times Dr. Nowan stressed 
that we can learn much from 
mentally handicapped persons, in 
spite of our prejudices or our 
awkwardness around them. 

Through his relationship with 
Adam, both physically and mentally 
handicapped resident of L’Arche, Dr. 
Nowan learned three things: 

Being is more important than 
doing. The heart is more 
important than the mind. Being 
together is more important than 
being alone. 

This is a timely message for us as 
we are now already well into the 
second semester and begin to dig 
into the work that will keep us 
wildly busy during the next three 
months. 

Let us remember Dr. Nowlan’s 
parting words: "... life is beautiful 
and it is the poor ‘and weak people 
that tell us that." 
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Changes to be 
Made in Security 


System 
Ed Bosveld 


Many security officers have 
expressed concern in reaction to 
rumours that Redeemer College is 
attempting to hire a full-time, 
non-student security guard. This 
concern has been compounded by 
recent scheduling changes for the 
force, with fewer but longer shifts, 
and with some officers receiving no 
hours over several weeks, for no 
apparent reason. 

When contacted by The Crown, 
Dean Cor Kors confirmed that the 
College is indeed trying to hire an 
individual for full-time security 
work on campus. Kors said that 
this is being done for a number of 
reasons. He expressed concern that 
security work could interfere with 
the studies of security officers; in 


‘addition to this, there has been a lot 


of difficulty in scheduling the shifts. 
A third consideration was the rather 
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high cost of maintaining the present 
system. 

A delegation of concerned 
officers met with the Dean on 
Monday to present some proposals 
and to learn more about the 


College’s intentions. 

The students proposed, among 
other things, having two officers 
working instead of one, for safety 
reasons, and having students as 
security officers instead of an 
outsider. Delegation member Bryan 
Alkema later said that the meeting 
went "as well as could be expected," 
and that there was a good 
discussion. 

Kors said that the delegation 
was "very helpful," especially in 
pointing out the dangers of having a 
security officer working alone all 
night. He agreed that some sort of 
system will be necessary in which 
the officer can be checked up on in 
case he is injured or in danger 
during his shift. 

However, the Dean stated that 
he still intends to go ahead with the 
idea of hiring a full-time officer, and 


said that there was an applicant 
who looked promising. In reaction 
to comments that a non-student 
officer’s lack of familiarity with 
students and events could cause 
trouble, Kors said that student 
officers also have trouble with 
things such as peer pressure and 
reporting on friends. He warned 
that "there is no perfect solution," 
but stated that if the College fails to 
hire a full-time officer, the idea of an 
all-student force would again be 
considered. 

Student Senate President Lloyd 
Rang said that he has talked to 
Vice-President Kranendonk as well 
as to Kors to investigate the 
situation and check if there is 
actually alternate employment for 
any security officers who may lose 
their jobs. 

It was also pointed out that with 
all the work required to keep the 
present system functioning, Mike 
Wynands (in charge of security, 
among other things) was being 
forced to spend too much time and 
deal with too much frustration. Mr. 
Wynands was not available for 
comment. 

Many of the concerns of the 
security officers are unfounded, 
according to Kors. There should be 
no job loss, except for those officers 
who have not been doing their job 
well. He said that with the amount 
of officers who have resigned, there 
will be plenty of hours available, 
especially with the institution of a 
new evening shift to protect art 
displays. 

The new system will come into 
effect as soon as the College man- 
ages to hire a full-time officer. It 
appears as if the new system may 
actually benefit officers, in that they _ 
will not be required to work the 
nasty overnight shift. However, it 
will not be possible to tell how well 
the system will work until it is in 
effect. 

It appears that, for now, the 
Force will be with you. 


Charter Change to 


Go Before Council 
Ross Taylor 


Justin Cooper, Vice President of 
Academics, recently reported to the 
student body about the status of 
Redeemer College’s academic 
accreditation. He explained to 55 
students on December 5 that 
Redeemer faces an unique situation 
in Ontario. In Ontario there is no 
accreditation body for universities in 
Ontario and, other than Redeemer 
College, there are no private 
Christian universities in this 
province. The lack of religious 
institutions in education at the 
post-secondary level comes from a 
condition that the government 
placed upon religious universities in 
this province. In order to get 
provincial funding, institutions like 
McMaster, previously Baptist, and 
Queen’s, previously Presbyterian 
and then United, had to give up 
their creedal basis. The Ontario 
educational landscape developed 
either secular universities or 
religious Bible colleges. Some 
institutions, like Conrad Grebel at 
Waterloo, affiliated with public 
universities but were limited to 
teaching courses of a religious 
nature or of particular interest to 
their denominational history. 


Redeemer is permitted to teach 
university-level courses but it only 
has the authority to grant religious 
degrees. That degree is presently 
called a Bachelor of Christian 
Studies (B.C.S.). This degree 
designation is essentially a new 
status of degree. At the federal level 
the College has been granted 
accreditation through the 
Association of Universities and 
Colleges (AUCC). Other organ- 
izations like the Chartered 
Accountants do not recognize our 
degree because the provincial 
government does not recognize us 
as an university as yet. 

Mr. Cooper reported that the 
unofficial acceptance of our degree 
is good. Students can transfer up to 
two years of their credits to most 
universities. This two-year limit on 
transfer of courses between 
universities is standard practice in 
all institutions. Students can not 
expect every credit to transfer as 
there are always some credits that 
one university will not accept from 
another. Students have been 
granted admittance into graduate 
schools with a B.C.S. from 
Redeemer. Those graduate schools 
include Guelph for Science, Toronto 
for history and Ottawa for medicine. 

Some universities, for instance 
the faculty of Education at Windsor, 
have refused to accept a Redeemer 
College degree until the government 


decides the status of our charter. 

Mr. Cooper said, "No university 
is going to recognize our degree 
outright as they will not move 
ahead of the government." Most 
students admitted to programs or 
for transfer have been admitted on a 
special status and not on the basis 
of the Redeemer degree. 

Mr. Cooper also reported to the 
students that the report which 
McMaster was to do on the 
transferability of specific Redeemer 
courses to Mac has been cancelled. 
McMaster did not want to spend the 
time and money investigating 
Redeemer’s program and they did 
not want to act as an ad-hoc 
accreditating agency before the 
Council of Universities made its 
decision. 

The Council of Universities will 
be meeting on January 30 and 31 to 
discuss the posssible change in 
Redeemer’s government charter. 

The President has proposed to 
the committee that they change 
Redeemer’s charter so that we can 
grant a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of 
Science and a Bachelor of Education. 


The Council of Universities. 


decision will be submitted to the 
Minister of Colleges and 
Universities who will present her 
decision to Cabinet. Cabinet will 
take it to the legislature. The time 
that this process will take is 


uncertain but Mr. Cooper was 


optimistic. Mr. Cooper also 
promised that any graduate of 
Redeemer College will retroactively 
receive their BA, BSc or their B.Ed 
after the charter change. 

_ The meeting of the Council will 
be held in Toronto at Queen’s Park 
in the Mowat Block from 8:30-5:00 
p.m. The meetings are public 
hearings and Redeemer College will 
be discussed on January 31 at 4 p.m. 
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Redeemer College: 
a Gift from God’s 
Hand 


Rev. DeBolster 


As you read the title of this article, I 
can see smiles on some faces, 
frowns on others. Some of you 
frowners might say, "Here is the 
eternal optimism of the 
administration as they talk about 
the College. In the meantime we are 
faced with uncertainty about how 
we will be acknowledged, or how 
other institutions and organizations 
will view us after studies are 
completed." Undoubtedly other 
Objections can be raised about the 
title of this article. 

Yet the miracles we have 
experienced here are real. Let me 
begin by emphasizing once more 
that the entire endeavour of 
Christian education, whether that be 
grade schools, high schools or 
universities, is a matter of faith. It 
—is to know for sure that God has a 
hand in what we do. It is to trust 
firmly that He will take care of us. 

I believe that the above is one 
of the major reasons why most of 
the feasibility of starting a Christian 
college in Ontario. Similar attempts 
had already been made in the fifties. 

However, at that time it seemed 
a little premature on God’s calendar 
to start such an institution. In 1975 
a Feasibility Study Committee was 
established, consisting of about 12 
people from different areas of 
Ontario. This committee met 
monthly to discuss the possibilities 
of starting a College. 

It was then established that 
approximately 50 students from the 
general support community could be 
expected to attend such an 
institution. The study showed that 
in all probability the College would 
have an enrollment of 150 students 
after 5 years of existence. Questions 
of programs, tuition, faculty, staff, 
etc. were discussed at length. 

The result of this study was the 
establishment in November 1976 of 
the Ontario Christian College 
Association (OCCA). At the 
organizational meeting 104 people 
were present. The purpose of this 
Association was to establish a 
Christian liberal arts college in 
Ontario as soon as possible. 
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There was a lot of prayer and 
enthusiasm at that meeting. We 
praised God for the willingness of 
people to put their shoulders under 
a task which seemed nearly 
impossible. The phrase "nearly 
impossible" surfaced many a time. 

During the years that followed 
when the OCCA board looked for 
ways and means to begin Christian 
higher education in Ontario, the first 
obstacle it encountered was the 
refusal by the Ontario government 
to allow a Christian liberal arts 
college to be organized. The 
government told us very clearly that 
the only way to do anything at all 
would be by way of affiliation with 
you chose Redeemer College as the 
place where you would receive your 
post-secondary education. You trust 
that with hard work you will receive 
a sqund education which defines for 
you what it means today to serve 
God. It is an education which helps 
you to see that you are a co-worker 
in the kingdom of God now and all 
the days of your life. 

If you believe this truth as I do, 
then you have made the right choice 
in coming to Redeemer College. I 
want to congratulate you on that 
choice, but I also want to thank you 
for the trust you have exhibited by 
choosing this small university. I 
know that some of you have 
questions, and others wonder 
whether the right choice was made. 

But we want to face the 
challenges together. You made the 
choice to come and we make a 
committment to help you through 
the difficulties. Even though we do 
not always have the answers we do 
want to try very hard when 
searching for the answers. 

Only if we can continue in that 
trusting relationship where all of us 
are convinced that we are busy in 
the work of the Lord, can we 
continue to experience God’s 
blessing and consider Redeemer 
College a gift from God's hand. 

It is so important to remind each 
other of these facts. Even though 
our beginnings clearly illustrate the 
presence and the blessings of God, 
we can only expect continued 
blessings if we remain dependent on 
Him, trust in Him and live a life of 
service for Him. 

In the next few articles I want to 
relate a few of the things which 
happened at the very beginning of 
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the existence of Redeemer College. 
In 1975 some people came 
together in St. Catherines to discuss 
an existing university in Ontario. 
Many meetings with different 


universities were held between 1976 


and 1980. In final analysis none of 
them were willing to allow us to do 
our work under an affiliation 
agreement. _ 

Yes, a few universities were 


_willing to support us in a few select 


courses at their universities. As 
soon as the universities discovered 
that we wanted to give a course 
such as Psychology 121, all 
universities refused consideration of 
an agreement. 

I remember that in the spring of 
1980 the OCCA board almost came 
to the conclusion that it was 
impossible to begin a Christian 
College. 

Our disappointment became 
even more acute when the 
government introduced a bill in the 
House in May of 1980 which would 
legally forbid anyone and everyone 
to establish or maintain a 
degree-granting institution without 
the expressed approval of the 
Legislature. This bill made it 
impossible for degree- granting 
institutions to incorporate by means 
of Letters Patent. 

This bill put under legislative 
control the policy of Premier John 
Robarts, who had announced in 
1965 that no new, free-standing, 
secular, degree-granting institutions 
be established. 

The bill was designed to prevent 
establishment of institutions like 
ours, yet the Lord used this bill to 
grant us what we needed, so that 
we could start and operate a liberal 
arts college in Ontario. In 1980 the 
Province had a Progressive 
Conservative minority government. 

In order to pass this bill the 
government needed the cooperation 
of the opposition. Since the bill 
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included existing institutions 
without a charter such as Bible 
colleges, of which there were many 
in Ontario, these Bible colleges also 
saw their existence endangered. So 
all of us banded together and 
protested the introduction of the 
law. The opposition parties 
promised the government their 
support of existing religious 
post-secondary institutions. These 
institutions would receive charters 
from the government so that they 
could do their work. 

This opening was used by the 
OCCA board to negotiate with the 
government the establishment of 
Redeemer College. 

At first the government only 
viewed us as a beginning Bible 
college. This matter was discussed 
many, many times with the 


Ministry. 


Finally we were told that we 
were allowed to give a liberal arts 
education from a Reformed 
Christian perspective, if we would 
accept the name Redeemer Bible 
College. 

We insisted that such a name. 
was unacceptable because it would 
not adequately express the kind of 
institution we would be. After many 
sessions and a lot of discussion, a 
compromise was found in the name 
we have today: Redeemer Reformed 
Christian College. Nevertheless, the 
government gave us a charter and 


' allowed us to offer the program as 


we had envisioned as a Christian 
liberal arts college in Ontario. 

The bill passed on December 12, 
1980, received Royal Assent on 
December 13, 1980, the very same 
day the Legislature was dissolved 
by the Premier. A new election took 
place and returned a majority 
Conservative government to the 
Legislature in Toronto., 


We saw the hand of the Lord 
very clearly in these beginnings of 
Redeemer College as we know it 
today. 
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Women’s 
Volleyball 


Mary Jane Blyleven 


The Women’s Varsity Volleyball has 
participated in two OCAA Tourna- 
ments, the first hosted by George 
Brown College in Toronto and the 
second hosted by Niagara College in 
Welland. 

We went into the two-day 
tournament with high expectations 
of taking it all...but we were slightly 
disappointed with our results. 

We won three fighting battles, 
taking George Brown, the Vikings, 
and Sir Sandford Fleming. However, 
we lost (not without a fight) to the 


Loyalists, Sir Sanford Fleming, | 


Peterborough and Algonquin. 
The following weekend we were 
ready to conquer the world, or at 
least the tournament at Niagara 
College. However, we lost to 
Niagara College, Cambrian and 
Compton, but did take the win 
against Camnadore. 


Although our winnings are not 
like last year’s, we are still hopeful 
and determined to work even harder 
for our next tournaments in the new 
year. ; 

Coach Jane DeVos-Kors has been 
concentrating on teaching us a new 
service reception that may help 
increase our chances of winning 
while assistant coach Ann-Mary 
Dykman helps us with our tips and 
sets. 

The Junior Varsity, if you're not 
familiar with it, is something that 
has just started up for the first time 
this year. Wilma Van Spronsen is 
the coach for the Women’s Junior 
Varsity team with assistant coach 
Julia Jaspers-Fayer. | 

The purpose of the Junior 
Varsity Team is to help develop 
volleyball skills so that the players 
may be able to bring it with them 
into the Varsity team-some day. The 
Junior Varsity team has been 
practising the 6-up and 6-back 
positional plays and they are doing 
a fantastic job. 


Royals Get KO’d 
on Boxing Day 


Rob Janssens 


On December 26, the Royals’ hockey 
team was engaged in the annual 
tournament held in Woodstock. The 
style was double elimination which 
enables each team to play until they 
lose twice. 

The Royals’ first game was 
played at 7:00 a.m. The early start 
was definitely a problem as it 
seemed the Royals didn’t get their 
coffee that morning. Their 
opponent, the defending champion 
Woodstock Huskies, was clearly the 
superior team, scoring early and 
dominating the play. This 
Superiority was evident when the 
Huskies scored two shorthanded 
goals within a three-minute penalty 
in the third period as the Royals ran 
into penalty trouble. For the record, 
Woodstock won 7-2. 


After a break, Redeemer suited 
up for a match against Kitchener. It. 
looked like rout city as Kitchener 
took a 3-0 lead. Redeemer, fighting 
for their pride, made it 3-2. With 
ten seconds left, Glen Stelpstra 
bulged the twine to tie it at 3’s after 
regulation time. 

Then the excitement began--a 
shootout. Both players missed on 
the first series, both scored on the 
second series, but only Kitchener 
could score on the third series 
giving the Royals a tough 5-4 loss, 
eliminating them from further 
competition. 

It seems that after 45 minutes of 
tough play, deciding the issue on 
one or two shots is very anticlimatic - 
and unfair, going against the nature 
of the game as being a team sport. 
The shootout puts the entire 
outcome of the game on a goalie 
and one shootout. 

However, to keep the tournament 
on schedule, it is a quick way to get 
a winner. 


Seminary at 


Redeemer 
John H. Noordhof 


Redeemer College is offering for the 
first time in its history first-year 
seminary training. 

The fact that Redeemer is 
offering seminary courses is news to 
many people. The reason is that the 
program has an identity crisis. 

What precisely is it? Officially, 
it is called the fourth-year honors in 
the pre-seminary program. But 


when one finds out that it is the 
equivalent to the first year at Calvin © 
Theological Seminary, then it 


becomes clear that in actual practice 
Redeemer has the first year of a 
seminary. 

Why have a seminary here? 


Good question, and I don’t have the. 


absolute answer. The reason given 
to the students is that the college 
wants to assist us financially. 

Going to Redeemer, they say, is 
cheaper than Calvin because of our 
financial aid program (although 
Calvin’s tuition is half of 
Redeemer’s) and because wives can 
work here (true enough, I suppose, 
for those who have a wife). 

Redeemer benefits by retaining 
eight students and allowing a 
honors program in religion to be 
firmly established. 

Are finances the real reason for 
this program? It has been suggested 
that the hidden agenda is that this 
program is designed to streamline 
students to Calvin Seminary rather 
than Mid-America Reformed 
Seminary; or that the long-term goal 
is to establish a Canadian seminary 
for the Christian Reformed Church. 
It is beyond the scope of my 
knowledge to comment on the 
validity of these idle speculations 
(besides, I want to keep my nose 
clean). | 

Is the seminary program any 
different than any other program at 
Redeemer College? 

There are a few different 
wrinkles. First of all, we have no 
electives. We have to take all the 
same courses. 

Secondly, everybody else will 
be working in May; we will be 
taking a crash course on the 
Pentateuch. 


In addition, two of our profs 
each term must come in from Calvin 
on alternative Fridays. In order to 
get the equivalent of two weeks of 
class in one day we end up with a 
six-hour class. This is not as bad as 
it sounds since these courses are 
more laid-back and hands-on than, 
say, church history with Professor 
Payton. 

How can you tell whether a 
student is a full-fledged seminary 
student? They are the ones in the 
library, with briefcases beside them, 
writing chicken scratches backwards. 
No, they’re not crazy; they’re just 
doing Hebrew. 

While there are eight full-time 
students in the program, there are 
another lucky seven who are taking 
half the seminary courses this year 
and will finish the other half next 
year. (In the long-term plans this 


would be the typical situation.) This 


whole program is offered on a 
two-year trial basis. 

In evaluating whether to 
continue this program the college 
has to address some basic questions: 
Does it want to establish, in the long 
run, a Canadian seminary for the 
Reformed community? Does it want 
to be tied to Calvin’s program or 
does it want to be more inde- 
pendent? Does the program really 
justify itself? 

These are questions the college 
must ask in open discussion both 
within the school and the supporting 
community. 
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New Year’s 
Resolution 


Rob Janssens 


Despite what is often thought, 
professional sports personalities 
who are constantly in the public eye, 
are not perfect. As 1989 dawns, 
here is how some of them could and 
should improve. 


John Brophy: by coaching a 
semi-good team and showing the 
world that he is a good coach. 


Harold Ballard: by dieing, so that 
Leaf fans won’t have anyone to 


blame for their "team’s" woes except 
the players. 


Leaf’s fans: by liking something 
else. How about the Miami Heat? 


Ben Johnson: by wearing a "Really 
Me" button and feeling a lightning 
bolt. 


L.A. Dodgers: by making 
mincemeat out of more heavily 
favoured opponents in 1989. 


Tom Lasorda: by continuing to 
show all the ignorant unbelievers 
that he’s not 4/5 Hollywood and 
1/5 baseball. 


Tom Landry: by retiring before his 
image as a winner is tarnished. 


George Foreman: by finding a new 
job (I hear the Pillsbury Dough Boy 
is retiring). 


Mike Tyson: by going two rounds 
with Robin and proving that men 
are dominant in a relationship. 


Honky Tonk Man: by getting his 
belt back! 


Randy Savage: by changing his 
voice. He sounds constipated. 


Kirk Gibson: by getting more than 
one at bat in the 1989 World Series. 


P.S. What was your most memor- 
able sports moment in 1988? Results 
to- be printed in the next issue. 
Contact Rob Janssens with your 
replies. 
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Where Do All 
These Books 


Come From? 
Daniel A. Savage 


Ask any knowledgeable librarian 
how long it would take to set up a 
university library collection to serve 
its first students and many would 
recommend starting two years 
before the first students come. A 
few might advise only one year, but 
none would recommend three 


in June 1982, for various reasons, 
three months was all that was 
available. Call it a naivety, impetu- 
ousness, a challenge or faith, but I 
came to Redeemer College all the 
way from the relative security of 
Mount Allison University in 
Sackville, New Brunswick. 

On June 1, 1982, I moved into 
the Christian Reformed Church 
offices in Burlington to begin the 
awesome task of developing a 
library for the first students of 
Redeemer College in September. At 
this point we did not even know 
where the campus would be in 
September. A week and a half later, 
Redeemer College Library actually 
began with the arrival of 
approximately 1800 donated 
volumes from Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. They were the first 
delivery to the Beach Boulevard 
campus, which had been leased jsut 
a few days before. This shipment 
included a donation of approxi- 
mately 100 new books from Baker 
Book House. | 

Several days later, 1800 used 
reference books purchased from a 
collection in Philadelphia also 
arrived. These first 3100 volumes 
did not come catalogued and 
classified, so part of my task, with 
the help of two student assistants 
was to begin cataloguing and 
Classifying these books. 

I selected the Library of 
Congress classifi- cation system, as 
it is the system used by universities 
and colleges in North America. In 
order to place the magnitide in 
perspective, the average processing 
time of a book is one-half hour. 

And so already we had almost one 
person-year of work to do. Most 
people unconnected with library 
work would not realize this. 


In the third week of June 1982, 
4000 more used books arrived from 
Sault College in Sault Saint Marie, 
Ontario. These books were already 
classified using the Library of 
Congress classification system, and 
card sets were included in the 
purchase. However, I soon 
discovered that many more card sets 

shad been sent than books, and that 
some of the card sets were not 
complete, so cards to match the sets 


had to be pulled, missing cards 
re-typed, and then each set re-filed. 
The extra card sets were discarded 
later. It took two student assistant 
working two months to complete 
this task. 

In late July 1982, President 
DeBolster, Dick Kranendonk, 
Donald Smith, a used book expert 
from Atticus Bookstore in Toronto, 
and myself made a trip to Troy, 
New York to examine a 45,000 
volume liberal arts library collection 
that was for sale from a Roman 
Catholic Franciscan College of 
Philosophy. We found the library to 
be of excellent quality with 
particular strengths in the arts and 
humanities. 

An offer was made on the 
collection and in mid-August it was 
accepted by the vendors. Prepar- 
ations were made to move the 
collection from Troy in late August 
1982. Ten student helpers, including 
former Redeemer Colelge students 
Leanne Buhlman, Jennifer Heida, 
Almyra Knevel, Ray Sikkema, and 
Don Stelpstra, as well as Jack 


Lodewyks and myself went to Troy — 


for three days to pack the books in 
some 2200 cartons and load them 
onto a semi-trailer to be brought 


Seven Principles for 


Seven Principles for Good Practice 
in Undergraduate Education, by 
Arthur Chickering and Zelda 
Gamson, was the outcome of a 
study supported by the American 
Association of Higher Education, the 
Education Commission of the States 
and the Johnson Foundation The 
following summary is taken from 
The Wingspread Journal, published 
by the Johnson Foundation. 

1. Good practice encourages 
student-faculty contact. Frequent 
student-faculty contact in and out of 
classes is the most important factor 
in student motivation and 
involvement. Faculty concern helps 
students get through rough times 
and keep on working. Knowing a 
few faculty members well enhances 
students’ intellectual commitment 


and encourages them to think about 


their own values and future plans. 

2. Good practice encourages 
cooperation among students. 
Learning is enhanced when it is 
more like a team effort than a solo 
race. Good learning, like good 
work, is collaborative and social not 
competitive and isolated. Working 
with others often increases 
involvement in learning. Sharing 
one’s own ideas and responding to 
others’ reactions improves thinking 
and deepens understanding. 

3. Good practice encourages 


back to Hamilton. The reference 
collection of 2000 volumes was held 
back but was later purchased and 
transported to Hamilton in 


December 1982. 

Shelving had to be bought on 
which to shelve the collection. This 
took seven weeks for delivery, and 
in mid-October we began unloading 
the collection from their boxes onto 
the shelves. This was a much more 
tedious job than packing them into 
boxes was and took several weeks. 

The library during this time also 
received a donation of approx- 
imately 200 volumes of reference 
works from Eerdmans Publishing 
company, and 50 volumes from the 
Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Company, as well as 
donations of used books from 
individual donors. These also all 
needed cataloguing and classifying. 

In order to do the vast amount 


of work required to organize the 


library that first year, I employed 
twelve students working ten hours 
per week each. This was before 
there were any other non-student 
staff. These students duties 
included such things as working at 
the ciruclation desk, shelving boks, 
searching for catalogue and 


Education 


active learning. Learning is not a 
spectator sport. Students do not 
learn much just sitting in clases 
listening to teachers, memorizing 
pre-packaged assignments and 
splitting out answers. They must 
talk about what they are learning, 
write about it, relate it to past 
experiences and apply it to their 
daily lives. They must make what 
they learn part of themselves. 

4. Good practice gives 
prompt feedback. Knowing what 
you know and don’t know focuses 
learning. Students need appropriate 
feedback on performance to benefit 
from courses. In getting started, 
students need help in assessing 
existing knowledge and competence. 
In classes students need frequent 
opportunities to perform and receive 
suggestions for improvement. At 
various points during college, and at 
the end, students need chances to 
reflect on what they have learned, 
what they still need to know and 
how to assess themselves. 

5. Good practice emphasizes 
time on task. Time plus energy 
equals learning. There is no 
substitute for time on task. Learning 
to use one’s time well is critical for 
students and professionals alike. 
Students need help in learning 
effective time management. Allo. 
cating realistic amounts of time 
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classification copy, typing catalogue 
cards, book cards and labels, filing 
catalogue cards and performing 
secretarial duties. many of these 
tasks required a fair amount of 
training. All the work was 
supervised by myself. | 

In that first year, the library lent 
1646 items consisting of 340 faculty 
loans, 1100 student loans and 206 
reserve items. Also in the first year, 
the library purchased 350 new books 
to add to the collection. This 
compares to almost 2000 new items 
purchased and over 24,000 items 
loaned in 1987-88. 

Summer 1983 continued to be 
hectic for the library staff. On July 
1st, Margaret Hoekstra was hired as 
the second full-time person in the 


library. She, in addition to four 
students hired full-time from May 
until August, worked on a summer 
project reclassifying books in the 
Troy collection from the old 
Dewey-Decimal classification system 
to the LIbrary of Congress classif- 
ication system. The five staff in that 
one summer were able to reclassify 
over 20,000 volumes, leaving 
approximately 25,000 volumes still 
classified with the old Dewesy- 
Decimal classification system. 

By the beginning of the second 
academic year, a gigantic task of 
beginning a university library was 
well on its way. Today when we 
look back, we seem a long way from 
those frantic beginnings 


means effective learning for students 
and effective teaching for faculty. 
How an institution defines time 
expectations for students, faculty, 
administrators and other 
professional staff can establish the 
basis for high performance for all. 

6. Good practice commun- 
icates high expectations. Expect 
more and you will get it. High 
expectations are important for 
everyone--for the poorly prepared, 
for those unwilling to exert 
themselves and for the bright and 
well motivated. Expecting students 
to perform well becomes a 
self-fulfilling prophecy when 
teachers and institutions hold high 
expectations of themselves and 
make extra efforts. 

7. Good practice respects 
diverse talents and ways of 
learning. There are many roads to 
earning. People bring different 
talents and styles of learning to 
college. Brilliant students in the 
seminar room may be all thumbs in 
the lab or art studio. Students rich 
in hands-on experience may not do 
so well in theory. Students need the 
opportunity to show their talents 
and learn in ways that work for 
them. Then they can be pushed to 
learning in new ways that do not 
come so easily. 


Reprinted from the November 1988 issue 
of University Affairs. 


Dynamic 


Conductor 
Dick Kievit 


What would an internationally 
acclaimed conductor with various 
awards to his name, including the 
Officer of the Order of Canada 
Award (1987), have to do witha 
small choir at a private college? 

Especially in light of the 
criticisms Boris Brott is receiving 
from the Hamilton Philharmonic 
Orchestra for trying to make it into 
a world-renowned orchestra, one 
might wonder "What’s in it?" for 
Brott. 

Brott denies that his 
commitment to excellence is at odds 
with performing at a small college. 
Music, alone of the arts, he says, is 
in the greatest danger as composers 
are losing touch with the public. 
Moreover, too often the least 
experienced musicians reach the 
youngest novices. 

For Brott, both of these dangers 
can be avoided by performers and 
conductors keeping in touch with 
educational institutions such as 
Redeemer College. Students should 
be taught by inspiring professionals 
and be exposed to excellence so that 
they will set their own goals 
accordingly. 

In this connection Brott observes 
that the performances at Redeemer 
College are more than just that (in 
fact, he likes to speak of 
"informances" instead). The concerts 
are put in an educational frame- 


Book Notes 


Keeping Track: How 


Schools Structure Inequality 
by Jeannie Oakes, Yale University 
Press: 1985. 

Reviewed by John Vriend 


Dr. Jeannie Oakes has written a 
book that is stridently critical of 
ability grouping as it is practiced by 
nearly all American and Canadian 
secondary schools. This refers, in 
Ontario, to the labelling of classes 
and the students in them as basic, 
general, or advanced. 

It is her consistent refrain that 
research shows that average and 
slower students are negatively 
affected by ability grouping in 
secondary schools. 

Interestingly, a similar point has 
been made recently in Ontario by 
George Radwanski in his study on 
the secondary school drop-out 
problem. 

The theory suggests streaming or 
tracking helps each student get 
appropriate education all through 
school. But it doesn’t work out that 
way; in Ontario only 12% of 
advanced level students drop out 
before graduation while 79% of 
students in basic level classes drop 
out before graduating (Radwanski, 
p.157-8). A good part of the blame, 
suggests Radwanski, goes to our 
practice of tracking. 

Oakes has a very interesting 
chapter on the origin of tracking in 
which she relates it to the social 
Darwinism of the 19th century. She 
criticizes the effect on basic and 
general level programs. The 
curriculum, the classroom climate, 
the teaching, and the student 


work, being preceded by lectures 
and interspersed with explanations, 
so as to make the whole a culturally 
enriching experience rather than 
mere entertainment. 

Besides, Brott believes that the 
greatest results are achieved when 


attention to detail is combined with 


a youthful enthusiasm, such as he 
finds in Redeemer’s choir. 

‘He stresses that for a composition 
to come to life both the composition, 
or the "creation", and the perform- 
ance, that is, the "recreation," must 
be done with enthusiasm. He 
certainly has enjoyed watching the 
immense progress of the choir and 


self-concept are all negatively 
affected, submits Oakes. 

Her main criticism is that it 
undermines equality, and her 
fervent egalitarianism leads her to 
propose that tracking be made 


_ illegal. This may seem drastic, but 


Radwanski has also proposed, for 
Ontario, that tracking be abolished 
by the Ministry of Education. 

Even though we as Christians 
will not likely share Oakes’ 
motivation or political agenda, we 
may want to use her critique to 
reconsider tracking. 

Education students and anyone 
interested in schooling will find this 
book interesting and valuable 
because most of her criticisms of 
tracking are correct. 

Basic level programs and 
vocational courses are a dead end, 
also in Ontario schools. In fact, Dr. 
Oakes reinforces my belief that 
schools--also Christian schools-- 
should do less tracking in secondary 
school courses in history, science, 
and English. 


believes Chris Teeuwsen has done a 
phenomenal job. 


That concerts such as the Stained 
Glass series should be put on ata 
Christian college is very appro- 
priate, believes Brott. After all, the 
church has traditionally been the 
cradle for the growth of classical 
music in the West, and especially so 
with the music performed in the 
Stained Glass series, which dates 
back to the twelfth century. 

Besides, says Brott, there ought 
to be no separation between 
religious pursuits and music, for 
music has a wonderful way of 
expressing thoughts that are beyond 
words. In this regard, Brott is very 
respectful of Redeemer’s Christian 
tradition. 

He hopes that respect is evident 
and that the music performed serves 
the College’s Christian principles. 

He is inspired by Redeemer’s 
dedication to establishing a 

Christian climate for learning, as 
well as its steadfast commitment to 
excellence. 

And even though he hopes the 
concerts at Redeemer are put on for 
the love of music and education, he 
believes that this can be done 
without sacrificing personal 
principles. 

Brott encourages the college to 
develop its music curriculum, 
especially in the study of the 

performance of music, in which area 
it could fill a severe vacuum in this 
community. 

Through his connections with 
Redeemer College, Brott says he has 
felt an enormous sense of personal 


Gracias 
Nouwen, Henri J.M., San Francisco: 
Harper and Row Publishers, 1983. 


Gracias is a journal covering 
Nouwen’s six-month stay in Peru 
and Bolivia. 

He gives an honest account of 
his thoughts, feelings, trial and 
travels while out on the mission 
field. He shares his struggle with 
his calling; he tries to determine 
whether God was calling him to 
"live and work in Latin America in 
the years to come." 

Throughout the book, Nouwen 
challenges the reader to re-evaluate 
their own beliefs and values. These 
challenges are not direct but rather 
are presented by the recounting of 
stories and personal insights as to 
how God relates to His people. 

In his travels Nouwen is 
confronted by people who have a 
very simple faith compared to his 
own. They do not have the elabo- 
rate intellectual trappings of an 
established religion, but rather have 
a child-like faith. He also finds that 
the things he takes for granted 
(food, shelter, clothing, peace, 


warmth, a relation which certainly 
appears mutual. 

Rev. DeBolster says he is very 
happy with the relationship and has 
a great respect for both Boris and 
his wife Ardyth. 

Daina Doucet, who sits on the 
planning committee for the concerts, 
says this "relationship ... has been a 
real blessing to us.... Ardyth and 
Boris have encouraged us and urge 
us to experiment, and try new ideas. 

It’s exciting and stimulating 
working with them." | 

Asked whether the termination 
of his contract with the H.P.O. will 
affect his relationship with 
Redeemer College, Brott denies that 
it will. He and his wife intend to 
stay in the community and to 
maintain some connection with the 
orchestra and so also maintain 
harmonious relations with Redeemer 
College. 


sanitation) are seen as gifts by the 
poor of Latin America who respond 
to God with a gracias. 

There are two main themes that 
are apparent in the book. The first 
is the rise of liberation theology in 
Central and Latin America. 

In the situations related one can 
begin to see how this theology has 
become so prominent in an area of 
the world which sees so little hope. 
It is like a light shining in the 
darkness. It is a cry that sounds out 
in the night of oppression, a cry that 
will only be silenced when freedom 
has been achieved. 

Nouwen himself does not adhere 
to liberation theology but is sympa- 
thetic to the people caught in a 
no-win situation. The reader is 
challenged to take a serious look at 
this theology which advocates the 
plight of the poor. 

The second theme which is 
prevalent throughout the book is 
that of identifying with our Lord in 
His sufferings and in His joy. His 
sufferings are shared in by 
identifying with the poor and 
oppressed and His joy is shared in 
by ministering to those who cannot 
help themselves. 

This is a book which challenges 
the reader to re-evaluate his 
relationship with God. The spiritual 
struggles which Nouwen endures 
are in many ways similar to the 
struggles which we all must go 
through. 

He does not give any easy 
answers, but he does encourage the 
reader to rely more on God in all 
situations; to take the radical step 
and identify more with Christ, that 
is, to attempt to live your life as 
Christ lived His. 
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Bonjour de Paris! 


Sue Kiers 


I hope and pray that everything 
is going well at Redeemer. Life in 
Paris is both challenging and 
interesting. It’s hard to believe three 
months have already gone by. 
There’s been so much to see and do. 
Sometimes I think five months isn’t 
long enough! (Don’t worry Ray, I'll 
be back in January!) 

The program with Central 
College deserves a top notch rating 
for welcoming and orientating 
students and organizing the 
semester. The 25 of "us Americans" 
--yes I get classified as an American 
quite often, but what a different 
reception I get when I tell someone 
“I’m Canadian"! A very subtle 
anti-American theme thrives here. 

It’s surprising too how little 
news we hear from Canada--the 
elections managed a little aside and 
a quarter of a page in the paper. As 
I was saying: the 25 of us were in 
an American dorm for the month of 
september while we adjusted to the 
culture as well as studied four hours 
a day at L’Alliance Francaise. The 
program director, Madame Drappier 
is an excellent source of information; 
she found us part-time jobs, 
supplies, tips for travelling, listens 
and gives us lots of advice. The 
culture shock was easier to manage 
because of her. 

The biggest difference is in dorm 
life: There are places too study and 
sleep—not to make a lot of noise and 
not for partying! The dorm I’m in 
now, which is run by nuns, has a set 
of rules (curfew, strict quiet hours, 
and a sign out policy--all for our 
own good!) but there are also 
unwritten rules to play by. Dont’ 
get me wrong, I really like my dorm. 
There’s a familial, caring attitude 
and my French roommate is a super 
source of culture and information. 

Studies at the Sorbonne which 
started in October, are stimulating 
and involve a lot of personal 
initiative. The intellectual 


atmosphere here is alive and well. 
Wow, do we have it easy in Canada! 
You’re not spoon fed here and 
everything is determined by your 
final exam. Cramming won't make 
the grade! I spend two hours a day 
in my grammar course, 8 hours a 
week in 4 different lecures (literature 
(x2), art and political science) and 1 
hour every other week in a 
phonetics class. 


It’s true that Paris is expensive. 
It’s too bad that the tuition is so 
high--but for what you get , the 
program really is a good deal. I 
hear horror stories from others who 
don’t have an efficient program 
director to find good housing, to 
hassle with the bureaucracy for a 
carto de s’ejour and to arrange 
outings. About once a month we 
have an outing to a theatre or show 
and we've been on 2 weekend trips 
which were all included in tuition. 

I’ve travelled quite a bit--twice 
with Central College, a couple times 
on my Own, once with the dorm and 
once with a Travel Agency. By far 
the best were the two with Central 
College. The guide was competent 
and knowledgeable and Les 
Crateaux de la Loire and Mont St. 
Michel were both worth the visit. 
France is a very beautiful country. 
Paris, ce n'est pas La France! 

The biggest change for me was 
from a small town milieu to the big 
city. I’ve mastered the metro, 
learned to resist the tempting bakery 
shops (well, almost!) and I learned 
quickly to keep one eye on the 
ground for dog poop. It’s not all 
that clean here. I’m still wary of the 
night life--I really dislike being 
accosted by bums and lowlife on the 
street--it comes in handy to put on 
the "I don’t speaka your language" 
look! 

I highly recommend anyone who 
wants to become fluent in French to 
spend a year studying, particularly 
with the Central College program. 
It’s well organized and offers a lot. 
It’s only drawback is the scare of the 
price--but it’s well worth it. 


Political Forum: 


Can Bush Follow 


Gorbachev’s Lead? 
Mike Hogeterp 


Perestroika [reconstruction or 
restructuring] and glasnost 
[openness] are two words that bring 
mixed feelings to us in the Western 
world. 

Some of us view this new Soviet 
openness with scepticism while 
others are optimistic that it will 
thaw the icy relations between the 
Soviet Union and the United States. 

Conservative thinkers see 
Gorbachev’s reforms as mere 
propaganda to gain the upper hand 
in the battle for world dominance. 
They have often questioned the 
Soviet leader’s sincerity by saying, 
"We'll believe it when we see it”. 

Time and time again Gorbachev 
has come through on his promises. 
Think of the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, the freeing of Soviet 
dissidents; and the strong Soviet 
commitment to disarmament! 

The Soviet commitment to 
disarmament puts the Americans in 
a difficult situation. 

If the Americans reduce their 
nuclear stockpile, they lose the 
defense mechanism that has 
protected them in their severe 
disadvantage in conventional forces. 

It is going to take a leap of faith on 
the part of the Bush administration 


to follow Gorbachev’s lead in the 
disarmament debate. 

This leap of faith does not have 
to be a risk at all. Gorbachev has a 
vision for the twenty-first century 
where military might will not be an 
instrument of foreign policy and 
ideological differences will cease to 
play a role in international relations. 

Gorbachev is stressing an ideal 
of a world community of states 
based on the rule of law where 
individual rights, freedom of 
conscience, and freedom of religious 
or political beliefs will be 
guaranteed. 

If George Bush sits back in 
scepticism he may halt a positive 
trend in international relations and 
destroy a chance for world peace 
and security in the twenty-first 
century. 

If Bush follows Gorbachev's 
lead we will see a world where arms 
will be linked and not made. It will 
be abetter world where nations can 
unite and declare war on world 
poverty and injustice. 

As Christians we must have 
faith; we must hope that perestroika 
and glasnost will contribute to 
world peace and the end of the arms 
race that has dominated the world 
for the past four decades. 

Pray that George Bush will trust 
Mikhail Gorbachev's sincere efforts 
to put an end to the cold war. If 
Bush does trust the Soviet leader we 
can look forward to a peaceful 
future in the next century. 


Fashion Sense: a 
Tool of the Devil? 


Timothy Bleeker 


What is the purpose of our existence 
upon this fleetly hurtling ball of 
mud? : 

Well might you ask! It is the 
Opinion of some that we were 
placed here to be boring, blank-eyed, 
hardworking and to dress foolishly. 
It is the opinion of many others that 
we were placed here to get drunk, 
act stupid and have a good 
hedonistic time. Ha! Dream on you 
college-type people! The first group 
is right! 

We must, as Jim and 
Tammy-Faye so aptly showed us, be 
pious, self-righteous and dress as 
though our mothers still help us 
pick out our clothes (based on a lack 
of income, rather than any pretense 
of taste.) Jim and Tammy-Faye did 
it, and they raked in gobs of money. 

They got to live like the second 
group, and still expected salvation. 
Their only problem was that they 
got caught. 

But that’s okay too--they’re still 
taking in the moola, and apparently 
God forgives them. (An interesting 
conclusion is that it was all Satan’s 
fault because he was so jealous that 
Jim and Tammy-Faye were just 
peachy in God’s book.) . 

Now I must pose a question: 
Are our pre-sem students preparing 
themselves for this kind of life? 
There is some evidence there. 
Certainly they dress foolishly. You 

won’t catch, say an Art major, 
dressed in a plaid shirt, blue 
trousers and brown hush-puppies, 
with nary a whiff of natural fibres. 

True, an Art major may, like a 
pre-sem student or English major, be 
caught looking scruffy or unshaven 
(as well as lean, hungry, and 
slightly wild-eyed or psychotic), but 
they are not usually expected to 
speak before large crowds of people 
chewing on peppermints and 
droppies. Or at least, not to make 
any money off of them. 


No self-respecting Business or 
Science major will go unshaven for 
long, although they often wear 
foolishly tasteless clothes 
(particularly those brought up in 
only Christian elementary and high 
schools). When Business majors 
dress up for presentations, they 
don’t usually look fashionable, but 
rather bland and uncomfortable. 


Forget about Theatre majors-- 
they can’t be saved. Too darned 
"Vogue". 


What does this mean? If you 


want salvation, or at least big bucks, 


dress like you don’t know what 
taste is. Stare blankly when people 
mention Yves St. Laurent or talk of 
the virtues of natural fibres. Get 
things polyester. Or artificial 
polyester, if you can find it. Buy 
things where the salesmen say "It’s 
got a lifetime guarantee—or until the 
millennium, whichever.” 


But don’t bother me with this 
stuff. I’m an artist. Unless I do 
some bombastically didactic 
crucifixion scenes on black velvet, 
Jim and Tammy-Faye won’t even 
beg me for money for a new 
combination Hot-Tub/Baptismal- 
pool for the vestibule. 


- Disclaimer - Please don’t burn me 
as a heretic—this is satire, honest! 
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Prof Quotes: 


T. David VanBelle 


Now where were we before we 
got silly again? 
D. Loney, Eng. 103A 


At this time we begin to see the 
formation of towns in Medieval 
Europe. This point will become 
more relevant in a century or so. 

J. Ellens, His. 103B 


Does that ring a bell with any of 
you? I guess I can’t even arouse a 
tinkle this morning. Sorry, that 
sounded ruder than I meant it to be. 

D. Loney, Eng. 103A 


Did I ever tell you about the 
fountain at the end of the hall--the 
one that you can almost squirt Cor 
Kors’ ear if you try? 

D. Loney yet again, Eng. 103B 


Loonie 


Mary-Jane Blyleven is desperately 
seeking a "cuppie". See any 
women’s volleyball team member 
for specifics and questions. 


Classified 


- Are you in need of that post- 


Christmas trim? Will cut hair on 
Tues., Wed., or Thurs., from 6-10. 
Call Deb at X310. Trim $4. Style $2 
extra. 


Prof Profiles 


compiled by Bill DeJong 
Prof. Wayne Norman 


Place of Birth: 
—Fort Nix, New Jersey 
Studied at: 
—Witman College, 
—Wallawalla, Washington: B.A. 
—Washington State University: 
M.S., Ph.D. 
Childhood Ambition: 
—undersea explorer 
Former Jobs: 
--taught at University of Maryland, 
European Division (3 years) 
—taught at North Western College 
in lowa (6 years) 
Hobby: 
—reading 
Favourite Book: 
—Lord of the Rings 
by J.R.R. Tolkien 
Favourite Food: 
—everything (especially Indian) 
What he thinks. about students: 
—serious about studies 
Does he like Redeemer? 
—So far, very much. 
Last Book: 
—Wisdom and Humanities in 
Psychology by Stephen Evans 
Pet Peeve: 2 
—people who play their radios loud 
Married? 
—yes 
First decision to study Psychology? 
-First Year University Ph.D. 
~also decided then to get Ph.D. 
during a summer he studied in 
Scotland 
Children: 
~Daniel (6), Iain (1) 
Reason for wearing Bowtie: 
—Wife bought him a bunch for 
Christmas last year different, 
attractive 


